
Orff Lesson plan format

Grade Level: 3rd Grade
Concept/ Curriculum Goal: Students will develop a better understanding for improvising and
making up different melodies.
Materials:
Music for Sun Don't Set in the Mornin’ and Camptown Races
Barred Instrument
Computer and Projector
National Standards:
MU:Cr1.1.3a Improvise rhythmic and melodic ideas, and describe connection to specific purpose and

context (Such as personal and social)
MU:Cr1.1.3b Generate musical ideas (such as rhythms and melodies) within a given tonality and/or meter.
MU:Cr2.1.3a Demonstrate selected musical ideas for a simple improvisation or composition to express

intent, and describe connection to a specific purpose and context.
MU:Cr2.1.3b Use standard and/or iconic notation and/or recording technology to document personal

rhythmic and melodic musical ideas.
MU:Cr3.2.3a Present the final version of personal created music to others, and describe connection

to expressive intent.
Lesson Outline:

I. Opening/ Introduction:
Sun Don't Set in the Mornin’

- Speak the poem to the kids to get it fresh in their minds again
- Have them start tapping their knees in a four pattern

II. Presentation:
Sun Don't Set in the Mornin’

- Have the students clap out the rhythm in a repeat after me style
- Move them onto the Barred Instruments
- Tell them they can only play their Do, (F)
- Have them play the pattern with just the F
- Work through each measure with the kids, with the notes up on the board.
- Teaching them the actual song to the notes.
- Let them do improvising in an ABA formation as long as it starts on F and ends

on F
- So the kids play the song, improvise then play the song again.

III. Exploration:
Start with a different song (Camptown Races)

- Have them use the same words but make up a different melody.
- If they change the starting note, help them figure out where they put the new do.
- Have them make up little actions to their new version in little groups.

IV. Culmination/Closing:
Have the kids perform their actions to the class, while the whole class also sings the song
along with them.




